About

Marking the 90th anniversary of Spengler’s death, Declination of Decline —a book project on Oswald
Spengler in the age of algorithms —is an independent creative undertaking by Croatian author and
cultural essayist Mirna Rudan Lisak, PhD. Her interdisciplinary approach, rooted in art, aesthetics and
cultural history, invites a deep exploration of Spengler’s legacy in the digital age, where virtual reality,
artificial intelligence and mediated perception are reshaping how we see the world. Rather than
completing the work behind closed doors, this project moves backwards — from design and announcement
to writing and reflection, each stage made visible. The goal is not to interpret Spengler, but to encounter
him —through movement, through difficulty, and always in full view.

The project is committed to intellectual integrity,
historical awareness, and a European tradition of
critical thought. Synthesizing the humanities, arts
and sciences, it invites a dialogue between past
and present, engaging Spengler’s cultural mor-
phology and its relevance today.

The project’s concept carries a polysemy — Decli-
nation as refusal, as astronomical positioning, and
as historical fall — which frames the central inquiry.
The book seeks to debate, dissect, and reinterpret
these meanings, forging new insights into the
cyclical dynamics of civilisations and the future of
cultural forms, inviting readers to challenge and
imagine new inner and outer horizons.

Oswald Spengler (1880-1936) was a German philosopher of
history and culture best known for his monumental work The
Decline of the West, in which he proposed that cultures, like living
organisms, follow distinct life cycles — each with its own youth,
maturity, and eventual decline. He saw Western civilisation as
Faustian: expansive, inventive, yet bound for exhaustion, which
invites us to explore his ideas with clarity, precision, and style.



In memory of Spengler: 90 years from
cultural Decline to creative Declination

Culture!

Do you decline to decline —or choose to redefine? Initiated in 2025 for the 90th anniversary of
Oswald Spengler’s death, Declination of Decline is a book project exploring cultural cycles, digital
transformation, and the enduring relevance of Spengler’s thought. Bridging history and virtuality, it
offers new readings of civilisational decline, infinity, and the Faustian impulse behind our technologically
driven world. Declination is more than a theme — it moves between perspectives: linguistic, astronomical,
philosophical. Whether resisted, embraced, or reinterpreted, decline here is creation in reverse: from
visual presentation to written reflection, rendering the whole creative journey visible.

Structured in twelve chapters to mirror the year’s rhythm, the book echoes Spengler’s sense of
culture as a living organism — each chapter marking a phase of civilizational transformation. It weaves
a synthesis across philosophy, the arts, and sciences, also engaging politics, media, and the cultural
impact of Al and VR. Some fields revisit familiar terrain; others chart brave departures. In this way,
the project follows Spengler’s ambition to grasp culture in motion —not through analysis alone, but
by encountering his vision.

Particular attention is given to the future of art in an Al world —to authorship, originality, and the
aesthetics of synthetic media — while the political consequences of virtuality and transhumanism
exceed the book’s scope. Nevertheless, their cultural implications remain close: platform dynamics,
mediated perception, and the shifting boundaries of identity in a world increasingly governed by
code —they all press against the limits of Spengler’s framework, testing again his call to turn from
consolation to action; from reflection to technics. His challenge, therefore, still stands:

“I can only hope that men of the new generation may be moved by this book to devote
themselves to technics instead of lyrics, the sea instead of the paintbrush, and politics
instead of epistemology. Better they could not do.”

— Oswald Spengler, The Decline of the West

In response, this book seeks to examine Spengler’s relevance in a world
where his ideas offer a cornerstone for understanding the ramifications of
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Initiated in 2025, in anticipation of the
90th anniversary of Oswald Spengler’s
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virtual reality as a manifestation of Faustian striving for infinity: they become
a testament to technological development, a new frontier for digital
economies, a medium for cultural and communicative transformation, and
an arena for emerging debates on power, identity, and governance. In this
context, the notion of declination not only serves as a linguistic key to
unveiling all dimensions of the chosen theme, but also proposes an alternate
trajectory —one that defies linear narratives of collapse. And as an
astronomical concept denoting elevation and the duration of celestial
visibility, declination underscores Spengler’s insight into the cyclical rise
and fall of cultures —allowing opposing viewpoints to seek a shared horizon.



